
From our President... 

Anoka Women of Today 

Where did the summer go? It’s hard to 
believe that it is the middle of Septem-
ber already. That means Halloween is 
right around the corner, and there is 
not a better place to be than the Hal-
loween Capital of the World! I want to 
give a big thanks to Patsy for stepping 
up and chairing Spooktacular. This 
long standing project in our chapter is 
one that generates a lot of money for 
many of our favorite charities. Please 
reach out to Patsy and let her know 
how you can help. I’m chairing the 
Halloween float; we will be in the pa-
rade this year, on Oct 22nd. The plan-
ning committee has already come up 
with some great ideas; I really appre-
ciate everyone’s help.  

On September 10th, Christine orga-
nized and pulled off our most success-
ful Ramsey Happy Days Bingo yet. 
This event was a huge success thanks 
to Stefany for securing our awesome 
Anoka HS volunteers, Patsy & Bonnie 
for stepping up and staying all night 
to count money and keep everyone on 
track, including myself, as a very nov-
ice Bingo caller. We raised more than 
$900 for chapter ways and means. I tip 
my hat to you ladies; this is yet anoth-
er example of the incredible mem-
bers in our chapter.  

 

Last Tuesday, September 13th Lisa was 
kind enough to host a silly super and 
give a tour of the HOPE 4 Youth drop-in 
center in Anoka. Thank you for sharing 
this experience with our chapter. This 
organization, with Lisa’s drive and com-
mitment, is making a huge difference in 
Anoka County.  

I’m looking forward to attending Fall 
State this weekend in Brainerd. I want to 
give a big thanks to Bonnie for helping 
me with Success, I will walk with pride.  

Last but not least, a big welcome to our 
newest member, Jill. Some of you may 
recognize Jill from wine making or the 
murder mystery dinner last fall, where 
she took home the “prestigious” award 
for best actress. Let’s just see if she can 
do it again this year.  

I also look forward to seeing everyone 
at our general meeting on Tuesday Sept. 
20th. We will open the doors at 6:30 for 
fellowship, certifications, etc. with the 
general meeting at 7:00 PM. Please re-
member to have written reports for your 
area.  

Together we are going to have a great 
year, accomplish more than we ever 
thought possible, continue to build last-
ing friendships, experience personal 
growth, and have a lot of fun in the pro-
cess. 

Steph 
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We need YOU!  
Anoka Women of Today have formed a team for this exciting new event 
to raise funds for HOPE 4 Youth! Details below. Please consider register-
ing to be apart of this fun night. Following the 4K there is the AFTER-
GLOW, an after party at Kendall’s. The party is sponsored by Thrivent and 
includes drinks, appetizers, activities, games, music and drawings. Even 
if you can’t attend the 4K portion of the night, you can still attend the  
PARTY! Please talk to Lisa or Angela if you have questions. Flyer attached 

Darkest Night of Your Life 4K — JOIN OUR TEAM! 

On any given night, there are 4,000 homeless youth in the State of Minnesota, and many of them are in 
the north metro suburbs, including all of Anoka County. When the darkness of night sets in, many of 
these youth are sleeping on the streets. HOPE 4 Youth is raising awareness of the plight of our homeless 
youth population by bringing the community together for “The Darkest Night of Your Life 4K”.  

The Anoka Women of Today are putting together a team to walk in the 9:30 p.m. wave. To join the team 
go to http://www.active.com/coon-rapids-mn/running/distance-running-races/darkest-night-of-your-life
-4k-2016?cmp=23-127 to register, and when prompted indicate that you are joining a team (our team 
name is Anoka Women of Today), and also be sure to select the 9:30pm wave. 

We also challenge other Women of Today chapters to put together a team and raise more money for the 
fundraising portion than us. 

What: 4K Run/Walk 
When: Friday, September 30, two waves 9:30 p.m. or 10:30 p.m.; Anoka Women of Today at 9:30 
Where: Bunker Hills Golf Club, 12800 Bunker Prairie Road NW, Coon Rapids, Mn 
Cost: Early registration $30 (includes long-sleeve shirt). On-site registration $40 (long-sleeve shirt not 
guaranteed). 

*Luminarias will help light the course, sponsored by the Minnesota ESA. 

Register Online Today! Each participant is asked to raise pledges (beyond the $30 registration fee) from 
their family, friends and co-workers. It is easy and we have helpful tips for you in the 4K Fundraising 
Guide. Prizes will be awarded for the top individual and team fundraisers.  

Cash and in-kind sponsorship opportunities are available for your business, civic group, running organi-
zation or congregation. 

Questions? Contact Lisa Jacobson, Executive Director, at ljacobson@hope4youthmn.org or 763.323.2066, 
ext. 107. For more information, visit the website at http://hope4youthmn.org/4k/ 
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“Campin’ on the Rum” with District 6 
On August 25 we invited the District 6 Women of Today to come “Camp on the Rum” with us.  A great 
time was had by all.  Walking Tacos were served along with S’Mores and even “Blue Lake Water.”  Thank 
you so much to the members that helped.  Our camping leaders were Nancy, Stefany, Shirley, Patsy, Ter-
ri, and Lisa.  A special thank you goes out to Shirley, Lisa and Terri that donated items for the Lucky Buck 
basket and other prizes.  Our state delegate Shirley won the prize for the best state delegate report using 
camping themes.  The meeting was led by District Director Jenny Morrison.  It was a great camping trip.  
Join us again along the Rum! 



(left) Shirley being 
creative with her food 
options during one of 
three courses.  
(right) our lovely 
group of 10 that par-
ticipated in this fun 
event. 
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Silly Supper/M Night 

Thanks to everyone that came to the Silly Supper M 
Night at HOPE 4 Youth. I loved giving you all a tour and 
sharing our work with you. Linda- we hope you will con-
sider becoming a member of the Anoka Women of To-
day after being there that night.  Lisa 

(right) Tricia finding creative 
ways to eat her beans without 
silverware.  
(below) Adrianna making a 
potato chip sandwich. 

(above) Stefany dipping her 
potato chips in ketchup. YUM! 
(left) Tricia now eating her 
beans with a spoon crafted from 
the Styrofoam bowl. 



Happy Days Bingo  
Great times! I think everyone had fun, we had 12 people do 100 hours total raising around $900 
towards AWT Ways and Means that will go back into with Anoka County community.  

Thank you to the Anoka High School kids that volunteered and AWT members Stephanie, Patsy 
and Bonnie for all your hard work. Because of you and the Bingo community we made a great 
deal of money. 
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Jill – Welcome! Let me know if 
you need anything. - Steph Personals 

Bonnie – Thanks for watching 
Brooklyn this weekend, so I can 
go to Fall State! - Steph 

Christine – Thanks for making Bin-
go happen! - Steph 

Patsy, 

I am always thinking about you.  Please let 
me know if you need ANYTHING!~Tricia 

Cortney, 

I hope you have fun on the wed-
ding planning.  I vote Costa Rica. 

Tricia 

Lisa – Thanks for the tour, very 
impressed! - Steph 

I am excited for Halloween in 
Anoka!  Parade committee – 

great ideas!  Patsy, thanks for 
having the Spooktacular meet-
ing!  Stefany and Cortney – it 
was fun.    ~Tricia 

Lisa and Angela, 

Great job on the Silly Sup-
per and the Tour of Hope 4 
Youth.  It was a lot of fun 
and very interesting!! 

Tricia  

Sara – We miss you! - Steph 

Patsy – Thanks chairing 
Spooktacular! - Steph 

Stef – The Anoka HS Volunteers Rock! 
Thank You. - Steph  

Adrianna – Thanks for chairing the Cub Food 
Bagging Event – you did a great job! - Steph 

Angela, You always do such an 
awesome job in everything you 
do!!     ~Tricia 

Thank you Angela for taking the 
minutes at the August General 
meeting while I was gone!  -
Adrianna 

Tricia – It was good to see you at 
Hope 4 Youth. - Steph 

Thank you; Stephanie, Angela, 
Bonnie, Nancy, and Patsy for 
helping at the Cub bagging 
event!  -Adrianna 

Angela/Shirley/Nancy – Thanks 
for your help on the float. It’s go-
ing to be AWESOME! - Steph 

Christine, Stephanie, Patsy, Bonnie 
and Stefany (and others I may have 
forgotten) WOW – Awesome job at 
BINGO!    ~Tricia 



Our next book is Victoria Crossing by Michael Wallace. We will be 
meeting on Tuesday September 27th at 7pm at Angela’s house. 

Book Club  
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Breaking Free 
Shop Early for Christmas! 

Now is Your Chance to Update Your Kitchen! 

Support Breaking Free! 

 

What do these three statements have in common? 

Coming to an area near you, The Anoka Women of Today will be hosting a Tupperware Party to bene-
fit the Breaking Free Foundation.  Tupperware has a special "fundraiser line" of products that will 
give us 40% of the sales.  We will host a party soon, and products will also be available online for 
those who cannot attend. 

Catalogs will be available at our next meeting on September 20, and as soon as a party date is sched-
uled you will be notified.  There will also be a link on Facebook for the products. 

Elda Hanson, a Tupperware Director and Distributor, will host our meeting.  Thanks go to Gail Stone-
burg for her referral. Elda comes from an amazing family who is also willing to donate some items to 
Breaking Free.  Her granddaughter has been looking for another project to donate her time to, and 
Breaking Free interests her very much.  It was a match just waiting to happen! 
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Highway Cleanup  
As fall begins to set in, it’s time to take to the street to clean up our stretch of highway along High-
way 7 as you head into Andover. The more people we have, the quicker it will go (and the more 
fun we will have while doing it!!).  We need to have two teams to go down each side of the street. 

When: Sunday September 25th at 4:00 

Mark your calendars and plan to join in! We will end the night with a pizza party! Contact Angela 
with questions or to RSVP. 

Do you own one of these?                 Or some of these? 

 

 

 

 

Since we are doing the Light Up The Night Parade this year, we need lots of lights for our Hallow-
een Float. If you have any lights we could borrow for our float, let us know! Ask Stephanie for de-
tails. You will get your lights back afterward.  Stay tuned for details on planning meetings, and 
contact Stephanie if you are interested in helping us design this year’s float.  

Next committee meeting is Thursday September 22nd at 7pm at Angela’s house. 

Halloween Parade Float 

Spooktacular—Calling all members! 
We are still in need of a chair/co-chair for the food 
court at Spooktacular. All information from last year’s 
event will be given to you to work from. Please con-
tact Patsy ASAP if you are willing to do this. 

The next committee meeting will be October 6th 
at 7pm, location TBD. 
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We give donations to quite a few organizations.  A couple of organizations are described below.   

 

 

We are the only organization in the U.S. solely dedicated to finding treatments and a cure for polycystic 
kidney disease (PKD) and to improve the lives of those it affects. We do this through promoting research, 
education, advocacy, support and awareness on a national level, along with direct services to local com-
munities across the country. 

We are the largest private funder of PKD research. Over the last 30 years, we have invested more than 
$40 million in basic and clinical research, nephrology fellowships and scientific meetings with a simple 
goal: to discover and deliver treatments and a cure for PKD. 

My family is affected by the disease.  I have lost my father to it, my brother has had a kidney transplant, 
and four out of us seven kids have it – including me.  Each year, we do the Walk for PKD to honor my fa-
ther – John.  Our team is Johnny’s Angels.  The Walk is on Saturday, September 17th.  Anoka Women of 
Today supports this by making a $200 donation.  For more information on the PKD Foundation, please see 
https://pkdcure.org/ 

Another organization we donate to in Operation No Limits. 

 

To enhance the lives of at-risk youth through education, support, encouragement, positive experiences, 
life and social skill development, and advocacy. 

They are having their Gala event on October 29, 2016.  We have donated $150 to this organization during 
this event.  For more information on Operation No Limits, please see http://www.operationnolimits.org/
home.html 

~Tricia 



The Minnesota Women of Today is a great organization 

available for women age 18 and older who wish to make 

new friends, learn and establish leadership skills, and 

voluntarily contribute to our community, state, and na-

tion. 

Our organization has been making a difference in the 

lives of many for over 65 years.  The Minnesota Women of 

Today is a member of the United States Women of Today.  

The mission of the Minnesota Women of Today is to help 

women improve their own lives and the lives of the peo-

ple in the communities around them.  This organization 

shall be a place in which young women are actively en-

couraged to become involved and hold positions of lead-

ership.  

Anoka Women of Today 
P.O. Box 564 
Anoka, MN 55303 

www.anokawomenoftoday.weebly.com 
www.anokawomenoftoday.wordpress.com 
Email: AnokaWT@MNWT.org 

Sep tember  2016  

Service. Growth. Fellowship. 

Upcoming Events 
September 20th (Tuesday): General Meeting (social at 6:30 and meeting at 7) 

September 22nd (Thursday): Parade Float Committee Meeting—7pm at Angela’s house 

September 25th (Sunday): Highway Cleanup at 4:00 

September 27th (Tuesday): Book Club—Angela’s house at 7pm 

September 30th (Friday): Darkest Night of Your Life 4K  
                                               (Be sure to pre-register and sign up to be on AWT’s Team!) 

October 6th (Thursday): Spooktacular Committee Meeting at 7pm (location TBD) 

October 11th (Tuesday): Board Meeting—7:00 at Setphanie’s house 

October 22nd (Saturday): Light Up The Night Parade—7:00 

October 29th (Saturday): SPOOKTACULAR! 10am to 1pm 



SEPT.

30
2016

4K RUN/WALK
BUNKER HILLS GOLF CLUB

12800 BUNKER PRAIRIE ROAD NW, COON RAPIDS

9:30 P.M. OR 10:30 P.M.
PARTICIPANTS CHOOSE THEIR WAVE

Register online at HOPE4YouthMn.org/4K
Early registration $30 (includes long-sleeve shirt)
On-site registration $40 (long-sleeve shirt not guaranteed)

The 4K raises awareness of homeless youth in our community – participants experience cold 
and hunger in the darkness –  as well as raises funds to help them leave their title of 
homelessness in the past. 

Don’t forget to fundraise! Get your smack-talking on and challenge other groups and 
individuals to win top fundraiser; prizes will be awarded.

BENEFITTING:

Questions? Contact Lisa Jacobson, Executive Director, 763.323.2066, ext. 107 or ljacobson@hope4youthmn.org.



  
Anoka Women of Today 

General Membership Meeting 
City Hall, Anoka 

Aug 16, 2016 

Call Meeting to Order  7:05 pm 
Introduction of Guests: Cheri Halek 
Attendance: Stephanie, Bonnie, Patsy, Terri, Shirley, Cortney, Stefany, Lisa, Nancy, Angela 
Pledge of Allegiance: Lisa 
US Women of Today Creed: Cortney 

We the United States Women of Today, are dedicated to serving our community and nation, are committed to 
strengthening our individual talents, and stand united by our friendship and belief in the future. 

Orders of the Day/Quorum: Bonnie Waller – a quorum   Is Established 
Special Guest: 
Invocation: Nancy 
Ice Breaker: Nancy 
 
President – Stephanie 

1. Next Board Meeting – Sep 6 at 7:00pm @ Stephanie’s 
2. Next General Meeting – Sep 20 at 7:00pm, Anoka City Hall 
3. Sign-up sheet for Lucky Buck, Snacks & Drinks 
4. Black Binder – 
5. Member recognition – for Patsy Ajax 
6. Board Retreat Jay Cooke State Park – Aug 20-21 

 
Secretary – Adrianna  

1. Approval of July meeting minutes – Approved as corrected 
2. PALS – 
3. Sunshine Fund - $5.96 made 
4. Approve 2016-2017 Calendar – m/s/p 
 

Treasurer – Nancy/Bonnie 
1. Checking Beginning Balance $2,461.86 Ending Balance $2,789.59 
2. Savings $1,397.39 
3. Sunshine $86.77 
4. Membership Rebate Fund $262.00 
5. Lucky Buck Funds Committee – m/s/p 
6. Last year’s lucky buck fund ($198) – m/s/p 
7. Year End Donations – cambro purchased for $91.37 
 

Past President/Parliamentarian – Bonnie 
 

Membership Vice President –Stefany 
1. Renewals for 2nd trimester – Patsy, Julie, Tricia, Nancy P, Angela, Shirley, Adrianna 
2. Nametags– Patsy and Shirley would like new ones 
3. M Night – Wine Making July 27th @ 6:30 PM, Genesis Anoka – Patsy gave report (3 bottles leftover) 
4. Hope 4 Youth – Silly Supper and Tour, Sep 13th @ 7:15 (Lisa to chair with Cheri and Angela as helpers) 

 
Break Lucky Buck – Patsy 
 
State Delegate – Shirley/Lisa 

1. President State Delegate Retreat July 23rd, Rice – report given (Shirley) 
2. Anoka Chapter to Host District 6 Meeting – Aug 25th – Nancy gave report 
3. Coon Rapids Visitation on Aug 1st – Terri and Shirley attended 
4. Fall State Sep 16-18, Cragun’s Resort Brainard  

5. MNWT – State Ways & Means – Chocolate Bars m/s/p  



Programming Vice President – Angela 
Programming Areas - 

1. Living & Learning – Nancy 
 Certifications – Lisa completed LL Certification. 
 PE Course Aug 11 – Live it Loud – Aug 11 (5 anoka members and 6 coon rapids members attended) 
 

2. Newsletter – Angela 
 Sep issue submissions due – Sep 16th at noon 
 

3. Ways & Means - Stephanie 
 Fundraisers 

 Flocking – Cortney/Stefany 
 Ramsey Happy Days Bingo Sep 10th – Christine 
 T-Shirts – sign-up 
 

4. Public Relations – Stefany  
 Blog/Website – 
 QCTV TV spot – looking to get in for the August spot otherwise we have to wait until October. Have to 
be there the 3rd Thursday at 1:30 
 

5. Records & Recognition – Stephanie 
 Project Reports 

 Google Drive 
 

6. Community Connections – Lisa 
 Cub Foods Bagging – Thur Sep 1st – 4-9 – Adrianna (sign up sheet passed) 
 Night Parade – Steph (sign up sheet passed for helping on float and for night of parade) 

 Sat. Oct 22nd 7pm-8pm – Lights needed – State President will attend 
 Darkest Night of Your Life 4K, Sep 30th Bunker Hills Golf Club 
Lisa presented info, members to sign-up for our team (friends and family welcome too) 

 
7. Women's Wellness – Angela 

 Book Club -  August 22nd at 7pm at Angela’s house 
 Walking Club Monday nights 6:00 pm (cancelled due to lack of interest) 
 

8. Breaking Free – Terri  
 Project with Coon Rapids – bags for gifts postponed 
 Aug 6th Breaking Free – Report given from Terri 
 Tupperware party fundraiser for Breaking Free – m/s/p 
 Sept 6th is a graduation party and Breaking Free is looking for helpers 
 

9. Youth of Today – Sara 
 Kids Week 

 Aug 17th – were unable to get a chair so event was cancelled 
 Riverfest – July 9th – Patsy/Angela  

 Report – Income of $1,773.98; Expenses of $1,024.39; Profit of $749.59 
 Spooktacular – Oct 29th Need Chair 

Old Business:  
New Business: Invitation to join extended to Cheri. 
Good and Welfare: Thanks to Nancy for hosting PE Course. 
 
MN Women of Today Creed: Tricia 

We, the Women of Today, are service, growth and fellowship. We believe that through us great lessons can be 
learned, worthy deeds performed and a hand of fellowship extended to millions of women everywhere. May we leave 

the world a better place because we lived and served within it. 
Adjourn: 8:43pm 


