
December 2015 Newsletter Articles 

Granny’s Closet 

 

Granny's Closet of Anoka County (GCAC), fka, Granny's Christmas Closet of Anoka County, is 

a local non-profit volunteer organization helping to serve the needs of our low income 

elderly.  Partnering with Anoka County, MN, GCAC provides Christmas gifts to an average of 

400 seniors involved in their programs, at local nursing facilities and through city based senior 

programs.   

Granny's Closet will be starting their Angel "Christmas Program" in October. The Angel program 

consist of a form that a social worker fills out for a senior. These forms are for seniors with low 

income and many with out family support. They have their wants and needs for Christmas. 

http://www.grannysclosetanoka.org/ 

We will be making a donation this year.  I am so excited!  I have wanted to do this for quite some 

time!  We will be providing Christmas gifts for 4 – 5 people.  I got into this program late, so just 

received the names.  The gifts are due November 30th.  Since I was late this year, I will shop for 

the gifts and deliver.  However – next year, we will divy up the lists.   

 

I’ll report the final results at the December meeting. 

Tricia 

 



 

Cookie Lady   

Irene Thiele is known to Teen Challenge as the “Cookie Lady”.  She makes and delivers 
cookies to the extended care program at MN Teen Challenge. 

We would like to support her efforts.  As a chapter, we will donate a $50 gift card to 
Sam’s/Walmart.  (That is where she does her shopping and prefers a gift card.)  I will 
send a card and a gift card after the December meeting.  That way, we can all sign the 
card and let her know how much we appreciate her. 

Of course, if you would like to add you own personal donation too, we can include that with 
the card as well. 

If you would like to read more about Irene, please see 
http://archive.kare11.com/news/article/923373/522/Irene-Thiele-Eleven-Who-Care-
Winner 

 



 

Sandwich Making 

On January 18, 2016, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service, we will be making 500 
sandwiches for the Minneapolis Recreation Development, Inc (MRD).  Allan Law, who 
delivers the sandwiches to the homeless each night, will come speak to our chapter after 
the event.  It is so incredible to hear him!  From the website…  

Enabled by the generous support of our donor community, from 9pm to10am every night 
Founder Allan Law drives throughout the Twin Cities serving people in urgent need in 
homeless shelters, and on the street. Making as many as 50 stops a night, he distributes 
donated sandwiches, basic necessities, and encouragement to the homeless from the back 
of the MRD minivan. He volunteers overnight because that’s when shelters are closed, and 
homeless people living on the street are most vulnerable. He also responds to several calls a 
day 24/7 from people in crisis, with requests ranging from critical immediate needs, to others 
like help finding a job or temporary housing.  

For more information about this program see  Allan Law: The Teacher & The Sandwich Man 
links to a video featuring MRD history, which includes scenes from the 2014 documentary 
The Starfish Throwers . NBC Nightly News also ran a 12/14 feature on Allan  titled 
'Sandwich Man' Delivers Helping of Hope to Hungry . This includes historical MRD footage, 
scenes showing Allan working on the streets at night, and insights into the homeless 
community being served thanks to the efforts volunteers like us 

We are still in the planning stages, so more information to come… 



 

National Volunteer  Week is April 10 – 16, 2016.  We would like to do something to recognize our 

volunteers.  We are not sure yet what we want to do, but please collect names and addresses of those 

who have helped us throughout the year.   Thanks, Tricia 

Breaking Free Update  

The MN Women of Today Priority Ares is Breaking Free (BF) for the next 2 ½ years.  Breaking Free is an 

advocacy organization that provided support services for women and girls in the sex trafficking industry.    

Recently BF held a candle light vigil to honor the women that have lost their lives to this industry.  It was 

a very moving experience where roses represented every woman lost and tea candles were light to 

show the support by those of us that were there to honor these women.  There is a picture on our Blog.   

BF is planning their annual holiday party.  The party is scheduled for 12/12/15.  Brenda Kennelly is 

looking for help with this event. This included setting up the evening of 12/11/15.  Once more 

information is available, I will pass this on to our chapter.    

Also BF has a food Shelf which is low on supplies.   I would like to ask anyone attending our December 

Anoka Win of Today meeting to bring an item to donate to BF food shelf.  I will make arrangements to 

deliver them to the BF office.   Please be generous with your donation.  If you are not attending the 

meeting/ celebration and which to donate please contact me and I can make arrangements to pick up 

your donation.   

Also I am pleased to report, Anoka chapter will be purchasing 5 luminary bags for Breaking Free.  The 

bags will be displayed at the Winter Convention in the hotel hallways to demonstrate our support to this 

organization.  If anyone would like to donate for a luminary bag are $5.00.  Please let me know. 

My contact information is:  Shirley Welch at 763‐757‐8384, or cell # of 612‐868‐0128.  My email address 

is swelch012@comcast.net.   

 

CHRISTMAS COMMITTEE, INC. -- a huge effort in our backyard is deserving of our 

assistance.  The holiday season is coming - a time that brings increased financial burden to those 
already struggling.  The Anoka Women of Today have been a part of this project for over 35 years. 

  

This holiday season we expect to serve more than 1000 families with over 3000 children at our 
Anoka Armory site, as well as 50 homebound people.  Tons of food and more than 10,000 toys 
will be distributed.   



  

This massive effort serves folks right here in our communities.  Our donated time and efforts 
assist people living in all of the communities of northern Anoka county.   

  

We help sort toys and food, help clients with their shopping and most importantly man the 
volunteer check-in and help provide meals and snacks for the volunteers. 

  

Be a part of a great holiday project for Anoka at the Anoka Armory on December 15/16th for 
set-up or on the 17/18th for distribution.  The hours run from 8:00 am-5:00 pm.  I know it is 
difficult for many as these are weekday hours, and I especially appreciate those that are taking 
days off to assist.  I know that is not possible for all. 

 

I am desperately looking for some committee members to help line up some donated 

food for Tuesday and Wednesday of that week.   I need somebody to call for donations 

from McDonald’s for the larger drink cooler and juice mix (we may have to pay for 

this), contact Anoka Subway for donated Subways for Tuesday and contact several pizza 

places for pizza on Wednesday. These places have donated in the past so are used to 

being asked. 

 

Anoka Women of Today are responsible for a lunch for the volunteers at Christmas Committee 
on Friday December 18th.  Cheri Riemer (past member) will again make and donate her chili.  
The chapter will purchase ham and buns. We are asking members to help by donating other 
items for the lunch.  At this point we only need some veggies and/or cookies. Thanks to those 
that have already committed to donate. 

   

For more information contact Nancy at ngdvora78@comcast.net.  You will not regret being part 
of this project!  Make it part of your holiday tradition. 

 

Nancy Dvoracek 



 

Anoka Women of Today Meeting and 
Holiday Party  

Tuesday, December 8, 201.5, 6:30 pm 

Nancy D’s, 3441 Rum River Dr., Anoka 

A short meeting will be held followed 
by food, beverages, gifts, fellowship 

service, ornament exchange, fun, fun! 

To participate in the ornament 
exchange bring a wrapped ornament - 

$5-$8 limit. 

Everyone is asked to bring either an 
appetizer or a dessert. 

Don't forget Your Secret Pal (if 
participating) 

Let Nancy know if you are attending – 
612-202-4179, 763-427-7200 or 

ngdvora78@comcast.net 

 



 

Warm Wishes! 

Thank you to the 46 student volunteers from Anoka, Andover, and Champlin that were 
able to attend and help out with games and different activities at Spookacular. -Stefany 
 
Thank you to Nancy and Bonnie for attending the Monticello visitation November 5. –
Stefany 
 
 
Stefany – you are doing a great job as State Delegate.  It was fun going to Monticello with you 
and Bonnie. ~ Nancy 
  
Stephanie and Bonnie ‐ Murder Mystery Night was great fun.  Thanks for planning and hosting. 
~ Nancy 
  
Thank you to my Secret Pal for the yummy coffee! ~ Nancy 
  
Thanks to the group that helped stuff the Christmas Committee newsletters – Bonnie, Stefany, 
Patsy and Angela.  So appreciate the help. ~ Nancy 
  
Stephanie – great job on Spooktacular.  We have certainly enjoyed your moving back and 
jumping right in! 
  
Sara – so glad to hear that your trip to Spain was so good. Anxious to hear about it. ~ Nancy 
  
Gail – Where are you??? Come back.  Hope to see you at the Tree Lighting on Dec. 5 ~ Nancy 
 
Thank you to my Secret Pal for the towel and Pumpkin Butter! ‐Christine 
 



Everyone‐ Thank you for all that you are and all that you do! Also, Thank You for your 
Newsletter Submissions! 
 


